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In the United States today, one in every thirty-one adults is under some form of penal control,

including one in eleven African American men. How did the â€œland of the freeâ€• become the home

of the worldâ€™s largest prison system? Challenging the belief that Americaâ€™s prison problem

originated with the Reagan administrationâ€™s War on Drugs, Elizabeth Hinton traces the rise of

mass incarceration to an ironic source: the social welfare programs of Lyndon Johnsonâ€™s Great

Society at the height of the civil rights era.Johnsonâ€™s War on Poverty policies sought to foster

equality and economic opportunity. But these initiatives were also rooted in widely shared

assumptions about African Americansâ€™ role in urban disorder, which prompted Johnson to call

for a simultaneous War on Crime. The 1965 Law Enforcement Assistance Act empowered the

national government to take a direct role in militarizing local police. Federal anticrime funding soon

incentivized social service providers to ally with police departments, courts, and prisons. Under

Richard Nixon and his successors, welfare programs fell by the wayside while investment in policing

and punishment expanded. Anticipating future crime, policymakers urged states to build new

prisons and introduced law enforcement measures into urban schools and public housing, turning

neighborhoods into targets of police surveillance.By the 1980s, crime control and incarceration

dominated national responses to poverty and inequality. The initiatives of that decade were less a

sharp departure than the full realization of the punitive transformation of urban policy implemented

by Republicans and Democrats alike since the 1960s.
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The most important and informative book about the mass incarceration crisis to date. Hinton details

the genesis and development of the flawed and biased criminal justice system which to this day

thrives in the United States.

Ms. Hinton makes a very convincing case to locate baselines for our current mass incarceration

strategies. While the threads of the incarceration-industrial complex are nefariously intertwined into

our culture, the roots of these coursing networks are framed in our national disgraces: slavery,

poverty and and a sustained inequality of power distribution. Ms. Hinton and Ms. Alexander ("The

New Jim Crow") are voices that need amplification and reiteration in our society. Both are must

reads.

This book is required reading if you want to understand crime, poverty, or race in America. If you

liked the New Jim Crow, you will LOVE Hinton's book. I couldn't put it down.

Excellent read on well intended policies that never achieve what they promised. and the politics that

drive them.As young woman, Hinton has a very wise and realistic view of society.

This is an incisive analysis about race, readable and important for those beginning the journey and

scholars alike. This is an important book.
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